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A New Discovery in Pompeii 
By Brooke McGurl 

 A Roman fresco has recently been excavated in Pompeii. It features two gladiators in 
battle. The one on the left holds a short sword and has his shield raised. The gladiator on the 
left is in a cowering position. He has dropped his sword and his shield. His right arm may be 
hidden behind his back or completely chopped off. The degree of this injury is up to the 
judgment of the viewer. In the fresco, the severe injuries of the losing gladiator are depicted 
with a lot of blood, even dripping down from his body and onto the ground. 

Archaeologists believe that this fresco was discovered in what was once a basement. They 
believe the basement was once a shop. Above this basement is thought to be a tavern and brothel. 
Due to the fresco being of gladiators, it is expected that this place was a favorite spot of 
gladiators. 

Italy’s culture minister, Dario Franceschini, says “the discovery of this fresco shows that 
Pompeii is an inexhaustible mine for research and knowledge for archaeologists.” Pompeii’s 
Director General Massimo Osanna took note of the realistic depiction of the gladiator’s 
wounds. 

This discovery is not the end of the work to be done with this fresco. Specialists will need 
to examine it to help assess its age. Pompeii, on the outskirts of Naples, was occupied by the 
Romans and then destroyed by the earthquake and volcanic eruption of Mount Vesuvius in 79 
AD. The volcano’s eruption was able to preserve much of Pompeii. Due to its preservation, Pompeii 
has offered insights into Roman history for many years. Some people may ask, “If Pompeii has 
already been excavated, how have they made a new discovery?” Due to a lack of funding, there is 
much of Pompeii still to be discovered. With every new excavation, we learn more about the past 
and the similarities and differences between ourselves and the ancient Romans. 

The scene features a wounded gladiator appealing for mercy (Archaeological Park 
of Pompeii) 
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Created by: Amy Luo, Boyang Wang 
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