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St. Charles 

By Cate Kneebone 

Every month our Latin Club volunteers at the St. Charles School in Woburn. 

Together we do crafts that introduce Latin through festive activities. At the 

beginning of October, we colored pumpkins and labeled our drawings with 

vocabulary words. In November we decorated turkeys. To transition into December 

and January we made trees and colored snowflakes. In February, we plan to make 

valentines. 

Helping out with elementary school students is rewarding. They look up to us 

as role models. We have created strong bonds and trust. The friendships we have made 

have been mutually beneficial. When we walk into the schoolyard, the kids come 

running over to take part in the Latin Club activities. The pure joy and excitement on 

their faces is heartwarming. They are always eager to rehash funny stories since our 

last time together and share their upcoming endeavors. It is safe to say that our 

meetings are always a highlight of each month. 

 



 

Ancient History Behind Valentine’s Day 

By Boyang Wang 

            With February quickly approaching, flowers and chocolates are closely 

following. Valentine’s Day, occurring every year on February 14th, has a tradition of 

being full of love, romance, and affection. However, the history behind the infamous 

holiday is much darker. The holiday is named after a Roman priest named St. Valentine 

of Terni who was beaten, stoned, and beheaded in 269 CE for marrying Christian 

couples and allegedly trying to convert Emperor Claudius II. While accounts of the 

actual priest and the stories surrounding his life vary from legend to legend, most 

accounts state that St. Valentine healed and fell in love with his jailer’s blind 

daughter. He was known to sign off his letters to the girl with the phrase “from 

your Valentine” leading to our current phrase “your Valentine”. While the stories 

about St. Valentine’s life is murky, all of his legends emphasize his character as a 

sympathetic, heroic, and romantic figure. His martyrdom was commemorated 200 years 

later by Pope Gelasius I in 496 CE, but historians speculate that Pope Gelasius I created 

the holiday to replace the Pagan holiday Lupercalia which was also held in 

mid-February. By the Middle Ages, St. Valentine would become one of the most popular 

saints in Europe and thanks to writers such as Chaucer and Shakespeare who 

romanticized the holiday. Today, Valentine’s Day has become more than just a day to 

honor St. Valentine and display love, it has become a business grossing over $20 

billion in 2019 alone. So, whether you spend the holiday with your loved one or 

watch Netflix alone, remember the tragic, yet romantic figure that was St. Valentine. 

 

 



Dido’s Playlist 

By Emma Campbell 

1. Are We Falling In Love - Madilyn → This song relates to how Dido was not 

looking for a romantic partner and was only interested in building her city. 

When Aeneas come to Carthage, she falls in love with him with the help of 

Venus and Cupid. 

“This wasn’t a part of the plan - The point of no return is getting closer - 

And I can’t stand it how - You’re all I think about -This one’s gonna 

force my hand” 

“Are we falling in love? - All I know is I’m falling - And it’s all your fault” 

2. Always Be Loving You - My Brothers And I → This song makes me think of when 

Dido has been influenced by Cupid and has fully fallen for Aenas. A part of the 

chorus all foreshadows that Aeneas will do something that will upset Dido 

but her love for him will still exist. 

“Oh my heart has been taken - Feels like I’ve awakened - No matter what 

you do - I’ll always be loving you” 

3. I Love You - The Hound + The Fox → This is a short song that has a very gentle 

and loving feel. I imagine this is what Dido felt for Aeneas. I think of this song 

as Dido’s marriage vows to Aeneas. At the end of the song, the lyrics say that 

one’s love is not enough to make the other say. This is very true for Dido and 

Aeneas. 

“I love you like the color blue - I love you to the moon - I love you like a 

farmer loves his land - I love you like the sea loves the sand” 

“I love you and it’s not enough - But I love you as if it was” 

4. Out of Love - Alessia Cara → In this song the singer asks their love why they 

fell out of love with them. I think that Dido would have felt this way after she 

got over the shock of Aeneas trying to quietly leave. 

“There’s not a thing I could say - Not a song I could sing for our mind 

to change - Nothing can fill up the space” 

“Oh, when did you fall out of love, out of love? - Oh, when did you fall 

out of love with me? 

5. tear myself apart - Tate McRae → In this song, I think of Dido not being able to 

healthily cope with her pain. Her inability to cope healthily is what ultimately 

leads her to her death. 

“Can you see my hands shake? - Heart is now an earthquake - I’m left 

alone to tear myself apart - You make it look so easy - Turn around and 

leave me” 

6. Bruises - Lewis Capaldi → This song has a stronger beat than the others and 

makes me think of Dido’s anger toward Aeneas. She was deeply hurt by him and is 

angry at him. But she may not completely regret how much she loves him. 

“I’ve been told, I’ve been told to get you off my mind - But I hope I never 

lose the bruises that you left behind - Oh my lord, oh my lord, I need you 

by my side” 

“And I’m tired of being so exhausted - Your love I’m lost in - Your love I’m 

lost in - Your love I’m lost in - Even though I’m nothing to you now” 

 

 

 

 



Creative Writing About the Roman Bath 

By Luke Ulicny 

The chirp of the mockingbirds flowed through the air as Cato passed the 

Basilica after a long day of working the fast-food restaurant on Vesuvius Street.  As 

Cato walks he admires the tall painted columns and marble arches and passes the 

weights and measuring table on his way to a relaxing time at the bath. Behind him, his 

slaves Cerberus, and Julius walk to serve him in the bath.  “Salve, Augustus!” says Cato 

to the emperor, who was here to oversee a play happening in the Odeon.  As Cato 

walks through the palaestra he notices some men throwing a shotput, and decides 

to try himself. Cato picks up the shotput and sets himself, placing his hand in front 

of him, and the shotput on his chin. He quickly shuffles to the line twists and 

pushes the shotput, that ended at the end of the palaestra. The rest of the men cheer, 

and he spends another hour throwing the shotput.  After Cato is very tired and 

sweaty he goes into the bath and onto the mosaiced floor depicting Neptune. Cato 

removes his toga and gives it to Julius and has Cerberus follow him. Once in the 

tepidarium, he has Cerberus oil and scape him, whilst talking with his business 

associates.  They then get up and move to the Caldarium but Cato forgets to put on 

his sandals and burns his foot before hopping into the hot water.  He then realizes 

after a bit that dinner will be served soon and he runs into the Frigidarium and 

then home.  

 

Liar (Acrostic) 

By Luke Ulicny 

Mean, the scum of the earth 

Exiting quickly from the forum 

Never to be seen again 

Daring they are to lie and steal 

Always claiming they are honest  

Xylophones of the earth  
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